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By Benson Y. LANpIs 

Between 1926 and 1941-42 the total church membership reported in the Continental United States 
increased 25.5 per cent, the number of religious bodies reporting increased 20.7 per cent, and the 
estimated population increased 14.3 per cent. Numerous small religious bodies made spectacular 
gains, but more than one third of the small bodies reported decreases. The main growth in church 
membership is accounted for by 50 bodies having over 50,000 members. The 43 Protestant bodies 


having over 50,000 members gained at the rate of 23.8 per cent, almost exactly the same as the 
Roman Catholic gain in the same period—23.3 per cent. 


In this study comparisons are made between the data 
on church membership reported in the Census of Re- 
ligious Bodies, 1926, and the latest compilation of the 
official reports of church membership, comprising mainly 
figures for the year 1941 or 1942, published in the Year- 
book of American Churches, 1943, (Lebanon, Pa., Sowers 
Printing Company, $3.00). The Census of Religious 
Bodies for 1926 was generally accepted as a reasonably 
adequate report. The Bureau of the Census sent schedules 
to all local congregations in 212 religious bodies and 
tabulated the reports. In the main, the statisticians of 
religious bodies viewed the results with satisfaction. Ex- 
perience with the 1936 Census of Religious Bodies was 
decidedly otherwise. Our estimate is that about 20 per 
cent of the ministers and clerks of the local congregations 
did not reply, and we have previously told that unhappy 
story in INFORMATION SERVICE for Nov. 2, 1940, entitled 
“A Note on the 1936 Census of Religious Bodies.” The 
latest information—for 1941-42—consists of reports from 
the official statisticians or from the headquarters of 256 
religious bodies. It is probably as complete a statement 
as can be made by this method. In certain instances, 
however, religious bodies do not make annual reports, and 
for these the data gathered in the 1936 Census of Religious 
Bodies are included. 

Total church membership reported by 212 religious 
bodies in 1926 was 54,576,346. In 1941-42, 256 religious 
bodies reported 68,501,186 members. (This last is a 
corrected figure over that reported in the Yearbook of 
American Churches and in INForMATION SERVICE for 
June 19, 1943.) Inclusive church membership increased 
25.5 per cent during the period, and the number of bodies? 
reporting increased 20.7 per cent. During the same period 
the number of local churches reported increased from 


1 Because of limitation of paper supply, we cannot publish all 
the statistical tables of this study. Those wishing a mimeographed 
copy of supplementary tables may have it by sending $1.00. 

2 The bodies reporting for 1941-42 but not for 1926 are not 


necessarily newly organized; we have made no study of this group 
for this report. 


232,154 to 249,887, a gain of 7.6 per cent. In the interval 
there was a gain of approximately 14.3 per cent in the 
total population for the Continental United States, as 
estimated by the Bureau of the Census. (See Table I). 

In this study we consider trends in church membership, 
in accordance with the groupings made by the Bureau of 
the Census when it lists the religious bodies. When we 
examine these data we find marked variations in the 
percentage of growth. Inclusive church membership, as 
remarked above, increased 25.5 per cent between 1926 and 
1941-42. The membership of religious bodies grouped 
under “Churches of God” increased 197.9 per cent. That 
under “Evangelistic Associations” increased 87.3 per cent. 
The Latter Day Saints increased 53.5 per cent; the 
Mennonites increased 66.5 per cent; the Adventist Bodies 
increased 52.4 per cent; Baptist bodies 35.1 per cent. 
Very close to the general trend is that for the Lutheran 
bodies reported, whose gain in membership is 26.5 per 
cent. The reports for the Roman Catholic Church indicate 
a gain of 23.3 per cent. The Church of Christ, Scientist, 
reports its membership only to the federal government, 
hence there are figures only for 1926 and for 1936. During 
that ten-year period the gain in membership reported was 
33.0 per cent. The Jewish congregations make no annual 
reports and for them only the Census data are available. 
These reports indicate a gain in membership of 13.7 per 
cent between 1926 and 1936. The totals reported for all 
Methodist bodies indicated an increase between 1926 and 
1941-42 of 19 per cent; for Presbyterian bodies 8.8 per 
cent. (See Table IT). 

By further comparing the 1926 Census with the 1941-42 
compilation, we find that 182 religious bodies reported 
for both periods. The inclusive membership of these 182 
bodies was 54,487,949 persons in 1926 and 67,611,014 in 
1941-42, an increase of 24 per cent. The 50 bodies having 
50,000 members and over reported 53,309,680 members in 
1926 and 66,281,293 in 1941-42, an increase of 24.3 per 
cent. In sharp contrast, the 132 bodies having less than 
50,000 members reported a membership of only 1,178,269 
in 1926 and 1,329,721 in 1941-42, an increase of only 
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12.8 per cent. If we take from the 50 bodies with over 
50,000 members, the Eastern Orthodox, Polish Catholic, 
Roman Catholic and Jewish Congregations, we have 43 
bodies generally known as “Protestant.’’ These reported 
in 1926, 30,333,473 members and in 1941-42, 37,571,496, 
a gain of 23.8 per cent. Thus the gain of this group is 
almost exactly the same as that given above for the Roman 
Catholic Church—23.3 per cent. Twenty-two of the 25 
bodies constituent to the Federal Council in 1941-42, for 
which comparable figures for 1926 were available, re- 
ported an increase of 17.4 per cent; and 16 bodies report- 
ing on a comparable basis to the United Stewardship 
Council showed an increase of 14 per cent. (See Table 
III). When we consider the membership of the 50 bodies 
with over 50,000 members in 1926 or in 1941-42, or both, 
which present comparable data, we find that seven of these 
report decreases for the period under review. (See Table 
IV). 

lor the bodies with less than 50,000 members reporting 
both for 1926 and 1941-42, we find that 48, or 36 per cent 
of the total of 132 bodies, reported decreases for the 
period. There is a popular impression that “small sects” 
are growing the most rapidly. Our studies indicate that 
approximately two-thirds of the small bodies are gaining 
but that slightly more than one-third have been losing. 
Here again, in some instances the trend is explained by 
the “under-reporting” in the Census of 1936. But as 
Table V shows, the 1936 reports also in certain instances 
record spectacular gains. It is not possible on examination 
of Table V, to recognize any pattern or patterns for the 
smaller bodies. This is partly accounted for by the fact 
that no generally accepted method of grouping these 
smaller bodies seems yet to have been devised. 

H. Paul Douglass has compared the membership of 34 
“premillenarian, perfectionist and pentecostal’” bodies for 
the period between 1926 and 1941-42. He reports that the 
34 show an increase in membership of 107.8 per cent, or 
more than four times the rate of growth for all bodies. 
Of these 34, 12 claimed less than 5,000 persons each, and 
recorded a decrease of 15.5 per cent in total membership. 
The highest rate of growth, 165.0 per cent, was reported 
by the five bodies having over 50,000 members. 

Important differences are seen between the larger 
and smaller bodies when we consider the number of local 
churches. The 50 larger bodies report an increase in the 
number of local churches for the period under considera- 
tion of 4.8 per cent. The 132 smaller bodies report an 
increase in the number of local churches of 10.6 per cent. 


TABLE 
Inclusive Church Membership 
1926 and 1941-42 


Per Cent 

1926 1941-42 of Increase 
Total Membership.... 54,576,346 68,501,186 25.5 
No. of Bodies........ 212 256 20.7 
No. of Local Churches. 232,154 249,887 7.6 

Estimated Population, 
Continental U. S... 117,136,000 133,952,672 14.3 
TABLE 11 


Trends in Church Membership, by Groups of Religious Bodies, 
1926 and 1941-42 


Per Cent 

Reported By 1926 1941-42 of Increase 
Adventist Bodies ..... 146,177 222,752 52.4 
Baptist Bodies ....... 8,440,922 11,408,113 35.1 
Churches of God ..... 65,051 193,825 197.9 
Evangelistic Associat’ns 15,763 29,539 87.3 
Latter Day Saints..... 606,561 931.584 §3.5 


Lutheran Bodies ..... 3,966,003 5,017,546 26.5 
Mennonite Bodies .... 87,164 145,212 66.5 
Methodist Bodies .... 8,070,619 9,611,734 19.0 
Presbyterian Bodies .. 2,625,284 2,858,739 8.8 
Independent Churches. . 40,381 40,276 (1936) 2 Dec, 
l’ederated Churches 59,977 88,411(1936) 47.4 
Church of Christ, 

202,098 268,915(1936) 33.0 
Roman Catholic Church 18,605,003 22,945,247 23.3 
Jewish Congregations.. 4,081,242  4,641,184(1936) 13.7 

TABLE III 


Comparison of Membership of Those Religious Bodies 
Reporting Both in 1926 and in 1941-42 


Per Cent 
1926 1941-42 of Increase 
182 Religious Bodies 
Reporting for Both 
50 Larger Bodies 
Having 50,000 
Members and Over 53,309,680 66,281,293 24.3 
43 Larger Bodies, 
Non-Catholic and 
Non-Jewish! ..... 30,333,473 37,571,496 23.8 
22 Bodies Constituent 
of the Fed. Council? 22,095,118 25,947,096 17.4 
16 Bodies Reporting 
to the United Stew- 
ardship Council’.. 20,266,709 23,120,929 14.0 
132 Smaller Bodies Hav- 
ing Less Than 
50,000 Members .. 1,178,269 —:1,329,721 12.8 


1 Does not include Eastern Orthodox, Polish Catholic, Roman 
Catholic or Jewish Congregations. 

2 The constituent bodies of the Federal Council in the U. S., in 
1941-42, for which comparable figures for 1926 were available. 

8 As compiled by the United Stewardship Council and published 
in INFORMATION SERVICE of October 17, 1942. 


TABLES VV 


Membership of Larger Bodies—With 50,000 Members 
and Over in 1926, or in 1941-42, or both. 


Per Cent 
1926 1941-42 of Increase 
Seventh Day Adventists 110,998 186,478 68.0 
Assemblies of God .... 47,950 222,730 364.5 
Baptist Bodies 

Northern Baptist 

Convention ...... 1,289,966 1,538,871 19.2 

Southern Baptist 

Convention ...... 3,524,378 5,367,129 52.2 

Negro Baptist ..... 3,196,623 3,911,612 22.4 

Free Will Baptists 79,592 118.871(1940) 49.3 

Primitive Baptists .. 81,374 69,157(1936) 15.0 Dee. 

United American 

Free Will Baptists 13,396 60,000 347.9 

American Baptist 

Association ...... 117,858 115,022(1936) 2.4 Dee. 
Church of the Brethren 128,392 179,843 40.0 
Church of Christ, 

202,098 268,915(1936) 33.0 
Church of God....... 23,247 82,462 254.7 
Church of God, 

Anderson, Ind. ..... 38,249 83,875 119.2 
Church of the Nazarene 63,558 180,243 183.5 
Churches of Christ .. 433,714 309,551(1936) 28.6 Dee. 
1Congregational Chris- 

994,491 1,052,701 5.9 
Disciples of Christ 1,377,595 1,655,580 20.2 
Evangelical Church .. 206,080 248,475 20.6 
2Evangelical and Re- 

formed Church .... 675,804 662,953 1.9 Dec. 
Greek Orthodox Church, 

119,495 650,000 443.9 
Russian Orthodox 

95,154 300,000 215.2 
Serbian Orthodox 

13,775 110,000 698.5 
Friends, Five Years 

91,326 69,832 23.5 Dec. 
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Dee. 


Jewish Congregations. 
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints 
Reorganized Church of 
Latter Day Saints.. 
Lutherans 
8American 
Church 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of 


uitheran 


Ev Lutheran 
Synod of Missouri, 
Ohio and Other 
States 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Joint Synod of Wis- 
consin and Other 
States 
Norwegian Lutheran 
Church of America 
United Lutheran 
Church of America 
Mennonite Church 
Methodist Bodies: 
Methodist 
Church 


African Methodist 
Episcopal Church 
African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion 
Colored Methodist 
Episcopal Church 
Polish National Catho- 
Presbyterian Bodies: 
Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S.A. .. 
Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S. 
Cumberland Presby- 
terian Church . 
United Presbyterian 
Church 
Protestant Episcopal 
Christian Reformed 
Church 
Reformed Church in 
Roman Catholic Church 
Salvation Army ...... 
Unitarian Churches .. 
United Brethren in 
Christ 
Universalist Church .. 


Total: 50 Bodies 


4,081,242 4,641,184(1936) 13.7 
542,194 816,774 50.6 
64,367 110,481 71.6 
474,923 547,812 15.3 
311,425 352,571 13.2 
1,040,275 1,320,521 26.9 
229,242 315,560 37.7 
496,707 569,112 14.5 
1,214,340 1,709,290 40.8 
34, 51,879 52.4 
6,760,042 7,813,891 15.6 
545,814 868,735 59.2 
456,813 414,244(19360) 9.3 Dee. 
202,713 380,000 87.5 
61,574 63,366(1936) 28 
1,894,030 1,986,257 4.9 
451,043 546,479 21.2 
67,938 72,591 6.8 
171,571 190,724 11.2 
1,859,086 2,074,178 11.6 
98,534 126,293 28.2 
153,739 163,835 6.6 
18,605,003 22,945,247 23.3 
74,768 220,367 194.7 
60,152 61,600 2.4 
377,436 425,337 12.7 
54,957 48,665 11.4 Dec. 
53,309,680 66,281,293 24.3 
1Includes Congregational and General Convention of the 


Christian Church merged in 1931. 
2 Includes Reformed in the U. S. and Evangelical Synod of 


N. A., merged in 1934. 


8A merger of three bodies in 1930; 


three bodies. 


1926 figures include the 


4The figures for 1926 are a total of those reported for the 
M. E. Church, the M. E. Church South, and the Methodist Protes- 


tant Church, 


Advent 
Church 


Christian 


Lit and Advent Union 


African Orthodox 
Amana Society ...... 


American Ethical Union 


TABLE V 


Membership of Smaller Bodies, Reporting Both for 
1926 and 1941-42 


1926 


29,430 
3,528 


535 


1,568 


1,385 
3,801 


1941-42 


30,115 


5,295 
326 


5,200 
895 
3,000 


Per Cent 
of Increase 


2.3 


50.0 
39.1 Dec. 


American Rescue 
Apostolic Overcoming 
Holy Church of God 
Assyrian Jacobite 
Apostolic Church .. 
Haney Pant 
Baptist Bodies : 
General Six Principle 
Baptists 
Seventh Day Baptists 
General Baptists .... 
Separate Baptists .. 
Regular Baptists.... 
United Baptists .... 
Duck River and 
Kindred Associations 
of Baptists ....... 
Colored Primitive 
Two-Seed-In-The- 
Spirit  Predes- 
tinarian Baptists . 
Independent Baptist 
Church 
Old German Baptist 
Brethren Church (Pro- 
gressive Dunkers).. 
Church of God (New 
Plymouth Brethren .. 


Brethren in Christ.... 
Old Order or Yorker 
United Zion’s Children. 
Catholic Apostolic 
Christadelphians ...... 
Christian and Mission- 
ary Alliance........ 
Christian Union ...... 
Church of Armenia in 
Church of God and 
Saints of Christ .... 
Church of God in Christ 
Churches of God, Holi- 
uns 
Churches of God in 
N.A., Gen’'l Eldership 
— of the Living 
Church of the Living 
God, “The Pillar and 
Ground of the Truth” 
Gen’l Cony. of the New 
Jerusalem ......... 
Gen'l Church of the 
New Jerusalem ..... 
Congregational Holi- 
Divine Science College 
and Church 
Albanian 
Church 
Bulgarian 
Church 


Roumanian Orthodox 
Evangelical Congrega- 
tional Church 


Evangelistic Associations : 


Apostolic Christian 
CHUM 
Apostolic Faith Mis- 


Band 
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1,989 
1,047 


1,407 
1,247 


939 
3,466 
1,993 

937 

18,853 
20,449 


5,709 
2,119 
150 
129 


300 

8,000 

3,100( 1936) 
9 


17, ,186 (1936) 
27 1936) 

7,951 (1936) 
43,897 (1936) 


201 
129( 1936) 
3,589 (1936) 
16,590 
958 
25,806 (1936) 
(8 Div.) 
5,129 
(1936) 


2,577 (1936) 

2,755 (1936) 
32,872 
15,400 (1938) 
18,787 (1936) 

7,379 (1936) 


37,084 (1936) 
31,564 (1936) 


5,872( 1936) 
33,737 
110 


4,838 (1936) 
4,780 
1,279 (1939) 
2,407 
4,085 (1936) 
3,137 (1936) 
1,336(1940) 
25,000 
25,241 


1,663 (1936) 

2,228 (1936) 

3,200 
113(1938) 


84.9 Dec 


32.6 
23.4 


70.9 Dec. 
5.1 
2033.3 

12.4 Dec. 


Dec, 
120.3 
259.9 
293 302 3.1 
7,264 6,705 69 Dec. 
31,501 39,600 25.7 
4,803 10.1 
23,091 25.6 Dec. 
18,903 42.8 
ent 
ease 7, 340 8.3 
) 43,978 2 Dec. 
3 304 33.9 Dec. 
| 222 41.9 Dec. 
8 3,036 18.2 
26,026 36.2 Dec. 
0 650 47.3 
22,961 12.4 
i (6 Div.) 
8 4,320 18.7 
Roman | 472 38.3 Dec. 
905 13.3 
S., in 
ble. 3,408 24.4 Dec. 
blished | 3,352 17.8 Dec. 
22,737 44.6 
8,791 75.2 
rs 28,181 33.3 Dec. 
Cont 4,914 50.2 
rease 
0 6,741 450.1 
2,278 157.8 
).2 
31,596 68 
| 
4 | 11,558 99.0 Dec. 
5.0 Dec. 
5,844 17.2 Dec. 
7.9 
| 5,442 12.2 Dee. 
2.4 Dec. | 
996 28.4 
30 156.3 
47 
| 
3.5 57.4 
42.6 
0.2 
mo om 
13.9 Church of God Advent- 
S. Christian Congrega- 
S| 35.4 Dec. Church of Daniel’s 
23.5 Dec. 21.1 Dec. 
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Church of God As 
Organized by Christ 
Hephzibah Faith Mis- 
sionary Association 
Metropolitan Church 
Association ...... 
Missionary Church 
Association ...... 
Missionary Bands of 
the World ....... 
Pillar of Fire....... 
Church of God, 
PPOSCNC 
Free Christian Zion 
Church of Christ . 
Religious Society of 
Friends, General 
Religious Society of 
Friends, Conservative 
Primitive Friends .... 
Holiness Church ...... 
Independent Churches. 
Liberal Catholic Church 
Lithuanian National Re- 

formed Church ..... 
Lutherans : 

Slovak Evangelical 
Synod of 

Pil Synod of 
the Amer. Lutheran 

Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Amer., 
(Eielsen Synod).. 

Danish Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 
in AMerica. 

Icelandic Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod in 
N. A. 


Finnish Evangelical 


Lutheran Church of 
America (Suomi 


Finnish Evangelical 
Lutheran National 
Church of America 

Lutheran Free Ch... 

United Danish Evan- 


gelical Lutheran 
Church in America 
Finnish Apostolic 


Lutheran Church.. 
Church of the Luth- 
eran Brethren in 
Independent Luther- 
an Churches ..... 
Mennonites : 
Hutterian Brethren. 
Conservative Amish 
Mennonite Church 
Old Order Amish 
Mennonite Church. 
Church of God in 
Old Order Mennonite 
Church (Wisler). 
Reformed Mennonite 
Gen’l Conference of 
the Mennonite 
Church in N. A... 
Defenseless Mennon- 
Mennonite Brethren 
Mennonite Brethren 
Ch. of No. Amer. 
Krimmer Mennonite 
Breth. Conference. 
Men. Kleine Gemeinde 


2,192(1938) 484.5 


310 37.4 Dec. 

961(1936) 13.7 Dec. 
5,000 100.2 

258 7.1 


4,044(1936) 65.6 
3,085 (1938) 527.0 


1,934 934.2 
16,875 48 
3,351 13.0 
11 56.0 Dee. 
620(1940) 28.0 Dec. 
40,276 (1936) 3 Dec. 
2,000(1940) 11.2 
1,917 28.0 
22,424 65.5 
8,777 5.2 
1,380 26.9 
18,505 2.2 Dec. 
1,386 36.6 Dec. 
28,185 12.1 Dec. 
5,928 23.9 Dec. 
49,506 6.8 
33,439 14.5 
14,511 39.6 Dec. 


2,250(1940) 32.4 


2,423(1936) 79.5 Dec. 
265 62.1 Dec. 
2,729 294.9 
12,053 100.7 
3,000 63.8 
2,863 28.6 
1,500 34.3 
36,032 67.0 
1,625 53.3 
10,293 75.0 
16,125 148.7 
1,558 


275 (1936) 28 3 


Central Conference oi 
Mennonites ...... 
Stauffer Mennonite 
Unaffiliated Mennon- 
ite Churches ..... 
Methodist Bodies: 
Wesleyan Methodist 
Connect’n in Amer. 
Primitive Methodist 
Congregational Meth- 
odist Church ..... 
Free Methodist Ch. 
New Congregational 
Methodist Church. 
Holiness Meth. Ch.. 
Reformed Meth, Ch.. 
Union Amer. Meth. 
Episcopal Church. 
African Union First 
Colored Methodist 
Protestant Church. 
Reformed Zion Union 
Apostolic Church. 
Ref’m'd Meth. Union 
Episcopal Church. 
Moravian Church 
(Unitas Fratrum).. 
Bohemian and Moravian 
Brethren Churches.. 
Evangelical Unity of 
Bohemian and Mora- 
vian Breth. of N. A. 
Old Catholic Church 
in. America 


Catholic Church . 
= Church 
Assemblies 
of the World .... 
Pentecost Holiness Ch. 
Pilgrim Holiness Ch... 
Presbyterian Bodies: 
Colored Cumberland 
Presbyterian Ch.. 
Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Ch... 
Reformed Pres. Ch. 
in N. A. (General 
SYNOD): 
Associate Pres. Ch.. 
Reformed Pres. Ch. 
Free Magyar Reformed 
Church in America.. 
Reformed Epis. Church 
Norwegian and Danish 
Evangelical Free Ch. 
Ass’n of N. America 
The Evangelical Free 
Church of America.. 
Evangelical Mission 
Covenant Church of 
Schwenkfelders 
Social Brethren ...... 
National Spiritualist 
Association ........ 
Progressive 
ROD 
Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ 
(Old Constitution) 
United Society of cost 
lievers (Shakers) . 
Vedanta Society ...... 
Volunteers of America 


TOTAL, 132 Bodies 


338 


(Printed in U. 8. A.) 


3,124 3,214 29 
243 190 21.8 Dec, 
348 427 22.7 
21,910 28,177 28.6 
11,990 12,185 1.6 
9,691 14,600 50.7 
36,374 45,940 26.3 
1,229 —«:1,449(1936) 17.9 
390 30 Dec 
10,169 9,369(1936) 7.9 Dec. 
4,086 2,379 41.8 Dec, 
4,538 12,000 164.4 
2,265 3,000 32.5 
31,699 39,004 23.0 
303 275 9.2 Dec. 
5,241 4,538(1940) 13.4 Dee. 
2,938 5,865 99.6 
1,888 6,274(1940) 232.3 
14,793 14,985 1.3 
1,869 2,269(1936) 21.4 
7,850 5,713(1936) 27.2 Dec. 
10,868 25,000(1940) 130.0 
20,410 23,491 15.1 
1,929 1,637 15.1 Dec, 
329 250(1940) 24.0 Dec. 
7,166 6,065 15.4 Dec. 
«83983 Dew. 
3,781 5,000 32,2 
8,166 12,000 47.0 
36,838 46,881 27.3 
1314 379 Dec 
41,233 11,266(1936) 72.7 Dec 
7,383 11,347 (1936) 53.7 
17,872 15,401(1936) 13.8 Dec. 
192 70 63.5 Dec 
1,178,269 1,329,721 128 


375 
495 
1,113 
2,498 
241 
492 
187 
16,105 
2,966 
25 
861 
40,381 
1,799 
1,497 s 
C 
i 
14,759 
8,344 
1 
1,087 
1 
18,921 
N. Amer. Old Roman 
2,186 | 
32.071 
7,788 
46,366 
24,016 
1,700 
11,804 
700 
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